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week marks a major anniversary for the world of music: David Bowie’s official birthday. To celebrate, I decided to check in with some of the greatest composers to emerge from the British music scene, including some who have so far gone unnoticed (even when it comes to film and television). And then there are the odd couple: the world’s greatest classical composer and the world’s greatest
songwriter. Charles Ives (1874-1954) Composer Charles Ives is often considered the godfather of American modernism. He wrote more than 400 pieces of music, including 24 symphonies, 30 string quartets and more than a dozen operas. Ives’s music is a blend of tonalism, impressionism, atonality and other styles that reflects his attitudes toward music. He was fascinated by American culture and
politics, and published a book, Reminiscences of a Rebel in 1915, in which he expressed his views on the country’s political and social ills. This influenced his music and his approach to composition in general. Bowie said that he was taken with Ives’s music when he was young, and that he bought a score of the symphonies and a box set of string quartets shortly after leaving school. A lifelong admirer
of the composer, Bowie knew that he would be influenced by Ives’s work when he wrote his own songs. Bowie had released two Ives-inspired albums (The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders From Mars, and Heathen) by the time he released his third, Low. At the beginning of the album, he would sometimes play Ives’s 1893 Overture in C, while his backing band, the Spiders From Mars,
played the Oboe Sonata from 1928. This was an important reference point for Bowie’s music, and he used it as a template for the recording and in concert. Ives 82157476af
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